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Board of Directors:  Karen Bickel (502) 641-3323, Henry Ford (502) 608-8445, Ken Bickel (502) 635-2022

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CAN BE 
FOUND ON THE ASSOCIATION WEBSITE

Native Americans were the first human 
inhabitants of Fern Creek.  At the same time, 
large numbers of buffalo in the Ohio Valley 
would travel from the Falls Of The Ohio to 
salt licks along the lower Salt River, packing 
the earth as they moved.  This made a natural 
highway that the Native Americans, early 
settlers, and pioneers, used to travel.  

The earliest road through the area, Stage Road, 
connected Louisville to Bardstown.  This 
eventually became the Louisville and Bardstown 
Turnpike and finally, Bardstown Road.

The Fern Creek community was intially known 
as “Stringtown on the Pike”, because the 
settler’s homes and buildings were strung out 
along the road.  The name changed to Fern 
Creek by the 1870s.  This area of the county 
had always had an abundance of water, from 
both springs and creeks, and, with Bardstown 
Road running north and south through the 
farming community, this allowed easy access 
to Louisville and it’s ready markets for all types 
of agricultural products.  Because of this 
agricultural commerce, Fern Creek steadily grew.

Both Union and Confederate armies passed 
through the area during the Civil War.  An 
interurban railway line to Fern Creek was 
connected in 1908.  The Jefferson County 
fairgrounds were located in the area, just off 
Bardstown Road from 1900 to 1928.  

Fairgrounds Road still marks the location.

Although the area was agricultural for much 
of it’s history, it has been developed as a suburb 
of Louisville since the 1960s and has seen a 
huge residential boom since.

The actual body of water known as Fern Creek 
was aptly named because of the abundance 
of ferns along it’s banks.  Location is approx. 
12 miles south of Louisville.  The creek flows 
through Wildwood Country Club, connecting 
a series of small lakes, before meandering 
across Bardstown Rd., turning east to cross 
S. Hurstbourne Pkwy.

Notable VIPs from the Fern Creek area are:

• Marvin Hart - Sept 16, 1876 - Sept 17, 1931.  
Former world heavyweight boxing champion, 
known as the Louisville Plumber.  He is interred 
at Resthaven Memorial Park.
• Chilton Price - Dec 25, 1913 - Jan 14, 2010.  
Songwriter.  She wrote primarily country music, 
including “Never Look Back” sung by Doris 
Day in the 1955 film “Love Me Or Leave Me”.
• Mario Urrutia, professional football wide 
receiver who has played with various pro 
teams since being drafted in the 7th round by 
the NFL Cincinnati Bengals in 2008 out of the 
University of Louisville.
• Dr. James R. Ramsey, current President of 
the University of Louisville.

Walking on someone’s property without 
their permission is a misdemeanor crime 
called “trespassing”.  There has been 
several complaints from homeowner’s 
about children and teens taking short-
cuts through their yards.  Everyone 
understands why it’s being done, but out 
of consideration for the homeowner, if 
you want to use someone’s yard as a cut 
through, you should request permission  
to do so.  Most people really don’t have 
a problem with it, but others might, and 
they would be within their rights to call 
law enforcement to have it stopped.  
Don’t let it get to that point, just ask 
permission or don’t do it at all.

Hard to believe this was once a buffalo trail.
Numerous calls have been made to 
Councilman Robin Engel’s office trying 
to get clarification on speed humps and 
what our community would be allowed 
to do without the county’s assistance.  If 
the county won’t split the cost, “can we 
put in the speed humps at our expense”?  
There has been no reponse from the 
councilman’s office to this question.

Here is our dilema.  To obtain the matching 
funds for the installation cost of speed 
humps, the street must be a minimum 
of 1200 feet in length.  Both streets being 
considered for the speed humps, Old Toll 
Road and Sewell Drive, don’t meet the 
minimums.  Old Toll Road is 1107‘ in 
length and Sewell Drive is only 553’.  Since 
the county maintains our streets, we need 
their approval to install the speed humps.

The current NO OUTLET - 
CHILDREN AT PLAY sign on the 
corner of Old Toll Rd and 
Herring Ct will be removed 
from it’s current location on 
the corner’s light post, and 
mounted on a separate post 
and installed approx. 10’ 
farther back.  Installation is 
being planned for spring.  
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